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Characters (in order of appearance)

· Narrator
· Jacob
· Hannah
· Father
· Mother
· Children

· Ephraim

· Traveller
· Joseph
· Mary
· 4 Shepherds
· Voice of Angel
· 2 Chamberlains
· Servant
· Herod
· Page

· Scribe
· 3 Wise Men
Scene 1:


Narrator
Now there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be taxed.  And all went to be taxed, everyone to his own city.

(Curtain rises on the main room at the inn.  Odd cushions on the floor and a stool.  Jacob and Hannah talking)

Jacob
Well, Hannah, that’s our last room taken.  I think this will be the best week’s trade we ever did.

Hannah
I’ll be glad when they’re all gone.  I’m so busy I don’t know whether I’m coming or going.

(Enter family, followed by the Traveller, who stands listening to the conversation)

Jacob
(To Father)   Good evening, friend.  What can we do for you?

Father
I’m looking for somewhere for my family to stay for the night.
Jacob
I’m sorry, but we’re full up.  I’ve just let our last room.

(Children start to cry)

Mother
But the children are so tired and there is nowhere else to go.  Can’t you find room for us?

(Children sob and say, “I’m tired, I’m hungry, I want to go home”, etc)

Hannah
Oh Jacob, the poor little things.  Surely we can put them up somewhere?

Jacob
Well, they’ll have to sleep in the kitchen.  (To Father)   But mind you keep those children out of mischief.

Father
We will be very careful.  We are very grateful for your kindness.

Mother
Say ‘thank you’ nicely, children.
.

(Children all say thank you)

Jacob
Ephraim!  Ephraim!  (Small boy runs on)   Here, Ephraim, take these people to the kitchen and help them to make themselves comfortable.

(Family go off after Ephraim)

Traveller
(Steps forward)   Good evening, Innkeeper.  Bethlehem seems full of visitors tonight.
Jacob
Good evening, sir.  It’s because of the taxing, you see.

Traveller
The taxing?

Jacob
Yes, haven’t you had it where you come from, sir?

Hannah
The Romans are afraid we aren’t paying them enough money, so we all have to be counted.

Traveller
Oh, the census!  Yes, we had that in my country, too.  But why have so many people come to Bethlehem?

Jacob
Well, everybody has to go back to his own city to be counted.  Bethlehem is the city of David, so all David’s descendants have to come here.

Traveller
There seem to be a lot of them!  I hoped to lodge here for the night.

Jacob
Well, you see how it is, sir.  I haven’t an empty room left.
Traveller
(Pulls out purse, shows gold coins)   I would be willing to pay extra for the trouble.

Jacob
Oh well, if you put it like that, sir!  If you don’t mind sharing, you could go in the best room.

Hannah
But here are 4 in there already!

Jacob
Well, they’ll just have to move up, won’t they?  Will you come this way, sir?  (Leads Traveller off.  Turns back to say)   But mind, Hannah, that’s the very last one.  We can’t take anyone else, not even if it were King Herod himself!

(Exit Jacob and Traveller.  Hannah starts tidying up, shaking cushions, etc.  Enter Joseph and Mary)

Hannah
Good evening, sir.
Joseph
Good evening.  Have you a room where we can stay the night, please?

Hannah
I’m sorry, sir.  We’re so full up we’ve even got people sleeping in the kitchen. I’m afraid we’ve got no room at all.

Joseph
But there is nowhere else to stay and my wife is not fit to travel any further.

Hannah
Oh, poor thing.  Come and sit down, dear.  (Sits Mary on stool)  Ephraim!  (Enter Ephraim)   Go and find your master.  (Exit Ephraim)  I’d like to give that Caesar a piece of my mind, making all this trouble for honest people.

(Enter Jacob)

Jacob
What’s the matter, Hannah?

Hannah
Jacob, this poor girl and her husband have nowhere to stay and they can’t travel any further.
Jacob
Well, I’m sorry, but they can’t stay here. There’s only the stable left.

Joseph
We would be grateful for the shelter of your stable, friend.

Hannah
Now, Jacob, you know what it says in the scriptures.  We ought to be helpful to those in trouble.

Jacob
Oh, very well.  You can sleep in the stable, friend.  There are a couple of cows in there but at least it’s warm and dry.

Joseph
I thank you, and may the God of our fathers reward you for your kindness.

Hannah
There, Jacob, you’ve earned yourself a blessing.  (To Mary)   Come along, dear and I’ll soon have you comfortable.

(Exit all and curtain)
Scene 2:


Narrator
And there were in the same country shepherds, abiding in the field keeping watch over their flocks by night.
(Curtain rises on the shepherds, seated round fire. Only light is from lanterns, or fire)

1st Shepherd
The lights of Bethlehem are very clear tonight.
3rd Shepherd
My brother says there isn’t a bed to spare in the whole town.
2nd Shepherd
And all those people have come here at the command of the Romans.  We might as well be slaves.
1st Shepherd
If only God would send the Messiah, to save his people from the oppressors.
2nd Shepherd
Our Rabbi studies the prophets, and he says it can’t be long before Messiah comes.
4th Shepherd
Do you think he’s right?
1st Shepherd
We can only wait and pray.
(Bright light suddenly shines on them)

Shepherds
(All talking at once)   What is it? —— I’m frightened — I’m afraid etc...
Voice
(Offstage)   Do not be afraid.  For behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.  For unto you is born this day in the city of David, a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.  And this shall be a sign unto you, you shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.
1st Shepherd
There are more of them!

(Voices offstage singing first line of Glory to God from Handel’s Messiah.  Light goes out)

4th Shepherd
What was it?
2nd Shepherd
It was an angel.
3rd Shepherd
He said that Christ was born in the city of David.
2nd Shepherd
The city of David — that’s Bethlehem.

4th Shepherd
What shall we do?
1st Shepherd
My brothers — we have been greatly blessed.  We are only simple shepherds yet God has sent us the news all Israel waits for.  Let us go to Bethlehem and see the wonder God has wrought.
3rd Shepherd
But what about our sheep?
1st Shepherd
God sent us the message. He will look after our sheep. Let us make haste!

(Exit all and curtain)

Scene 3:


(Herod’s palace.  A chair for Herod to one side.  2 Chamberlains on stage.  Enter Servant)
Servant
Sir, the strangers from the East have arrived to see the king.
1st Chamb.
Ask them to wait.  The king will send for them when he is ready.
(Servant bows and exits)

2nd Chamb.
Is it true these strangers have been going around Jerusalem looking for a baby who is to be king of the Jews?  King Herod won’t be very pleased about that!

1st Chamb.
He was very angry when he first heard about it.
2nd Chamb
Do you think there’s anything in it?
1st Chamb
I don’t know.  There was that rumour some time ago about angels having announced the birth of the Messiah to some shepherds.
2nd Chamb
Oh that!  Just a lot of simple peasants — they’d believe anything!

1st Chamb
Hush — here comes the king.
(Enter Herod, followed by Page (fanning Herod) and Scribe and Servant.  Herod seats himself, rest group themselves)

1st Chamb
The strangers from the east are here, my lord.
Herod
They must wait a moment.  Where is the learned scribe I sent for?
Scribe
Here, my lord.
Herod
Have you seen these strangers?
Scribe
Yes, indeed, my lord.  Jerusalem is in an uproar over them.  
Herod
They say in the city that these strangers are seeking the Messiah.  What have you to say to that?
Scribe
There are many students of the prophets who believe Messiah’s coming to be near, my Lord.

Herod
And where do they expect him to be born?
Scribe
The scriptures are quite clear on that point, my lord.  The prophet 
Micah foretold 700 years ago that the Messiah would be born in 
Bethlehem.
Herod
In Bethlehem! A strange place for a king to be born.  (Turns to Servant)   Call in the strangers.
(Exit Servant – re-enters followed by Wise Men)

Servant
The strangers from the east, my lord. 
Wise Men
Hail, King Herod. 
Herod
Welcome, noble strangers.  I have sent for you to enquire what you seek 
in Jerusalem.
1st Wise Man
We have come to seek he who is born to be king of the Jews.
2nd Wise Man
We know that he is born, for we have seen his star in the east.
3rd Wise Man
We have travelled many miles to worship him.
Herod
If it is the Messiah you seek, the scribes tell me that he should be born in Bethlehem - a small village not far from Jerusalem.  You had better seek your king there.

1st Wise Man
We thank you, my Lord.

Herod
When you have found him, come back and tell me.  I too would worship him.

2nd Wise Man
We will do so, my Lord.
Herod
A safe journey to you.  (To Servant)   Show the strangers out.
(Servant does so, as the curtain falls)

Narrator
And the star which they saw in the east went before them, till it came and stood over where the young child was.
TABLEAU - Mary, Joseph and baby - the Shepherds - Wise Men holding gifts.
Rest of cast file on behind. 
SING A SUITABLE CAROL, eg.
 
Jesus was born

Sing to the Lord, no.38 
Away in fair Bethlehem, long ago
Sing to the Lord, no.33
THE END
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